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GOVERNMENT by devolution is, as its name implies,
one of decentralised control; of leaving administra-
tion as far as possible in the hands of native authorities
wherever they exist and by guidance, advice or correction,
where required, of assimilating traditional usage to the
requirements of equity and good government. Devolution
does not mean the abdication in any respect by Govern-
ment of its right to govern, which must, of its nature,
remain absolute. Its essence is that Government refrains
from interfering in non-essentials and allows native agency
to perform as many of the simple functions of administra-
tion as it can safely manage.
The case for this form of administration rests upon two
common-sense principles. The first is that government
should be as light as possible, i.e., that it should disturb
the everyday life of the natives as little as possible. The
second relates to expediency. If Government is to under-
take the performance of every function and the direct
control of every individual, its machinery must grow in
a progressive manner until the expense becomes pro-
hibitive.
There is, moreover, an additional factor operating very
forcibly in the present century.
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